《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes - Luke》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
Many have taken in hand to set forth; others wrote accounts of the times besides the four evangelists whose histories have come down to us, but these were the only men designated by God for the instruction of the world in all ages in respect to our Lord’s life and teachings, and inspired by the Holy Ghost for the right accomplishment of this work. 

Among us; among the Christians then living. There are certain truths taught in the holy Scriptures which are most surely believed by all true Christians, and which are made the means of sanctifying their souls. 

Verse 2
They; the persons who were eye-witnesses. 

From the beginning; the beginning of the things which they described. 

Ministers of the word; preachers of the gospel. 

Verse 3
To me; Luke, the writer of this gospel. 

Having had perfect understanding; literally, having gone to the source, and accurately traced every thing from the first. 

Most excellent; a title of honor given to men in office. Acts 23:26; Acts 24:3; Acts 26:25. 

Theophilus; friend of God: supposed to be the name of a distinguished individual of Luke’s acquaintance. 

Verse 4
Those things; the things pertaining to Christ and the gospel. 

Verse 5
Course of Abia; the priests were divided into twenty-four courses or classes. 1 Chronicles 24:7-18. Each officiated a week, from one Sabbath to the next. The course of Abia, to which Zacharias belonged, was the eighth in order. 1 Chronicles 24:10. Abia in Greek is the same as Abijah in Hebrew. 

Verse 6
In order to be righteous in the sight of God, men must not only believe in Christ for salvation, but be disposed to observe all his commandments and ordinances, and to discharge with fidelity their private as well as public duties. 

Verse 9
His lot was-temple of the Lord; more literally, he was chosen by lot to burn incense going into the temple of the Lord; that is, to go into the temple of the Lord to burn incense. The office of burning incense was esteemed the most honorable of all. It was assigned by lot for each day among the priests of the course, and no person could perform it more than once. 

Verse 11
Angel of the Lord; it had been about four hundred years since God had sent the Jews a prophet, or made to them any direct revelation. Malachi was the last, and with him the Old Testament revelation closed. As the Messiah was about to appear, divine communications were again opened, and this angel was sent to announce his approach, the birth of his forerunner, and what he would do to "prepare the way of the Lord." 

Verse 13
John; the meaning of this word is, the grace of the Lord, or Jehovah is gracious. 

Verse 15
Shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; he was to be under the law of the Nazarites from his birth, like Samson. Judges 16:17; compared with Numbers 6:1-6. 

Verse 17
Go before him; before "the Lord their God." In the spirit and power of Elias; with the zeal and intrepidity of Elijah, as predicted by Malachi. Malachi 4:5. 

Turn the hearts of the fathers to the children; see note on Malachi 4:6. 

Prepared for the Lord; prepared to receive Christ at his coming. 

Verse 18
The testimony of God is the highest and most conclusive of all evidence. The disbelief of it exposes men to his righteous displeasure, and deprives them of rich blessings which they might otherwise enjoy. 

Verse 19
Gabriel; this is composed of two Hebrew words, which mean, God’s strong one, or man of God; and is the name of the angel or messenger sent to Daniel to make known to him things concerning the Messiah. Daniel 8:16; Daniel 9:21. 

Verse 22
Beckoned unto them; he showed them by signs that he had seen a vision. 

Verse 24
Hid herself; lived in retirement and seclusion. 

Verse 25
To take away my reproach; to have no children was considered among the Jews a reproach, while a family of children was accounted a great blessing. Leviticus 26:9; 1 Samuel 1:6; Psalms 113:9; Psalms 128:3. 

Verse 28
Highly favored; in being chosen to be the mother of Jesus. 

Verse 29
Troubled-case in her mind; perplexed at such a strange salutation, and wondered what it could mean. 

Verse 31
Jesus; Jesus, in Greek, is the same as Joshua in Hebrew, and means, The salvation of Jehovah. As God was the immediate author of the human body and soul of Jesus Christ, and as in him the divine nature and the human nature were united, so that "the Word," who "was in the beginning with God," and "was God," "was made flesh and dwelt among us," it was on both accounts proper that he should be called "the Son of God," and also be declared to be "God manifest in the flesh." 1 Timothy 3:16. 

Verse 32
The throne of his father David; David was, by God’s appointment, the earthly head of his ancient church, and his throne typified the higher mediatorial throne of Christ, who was David’s son according to the flesh. 

Verse 33
The house of Jacob; that is, the church of God, which before Christ’s coming consisted of "the house of Jacob" with the proselytes that joined themselves to it, but now includes all who by faith have become the children of Abraham. Romans 4:11-18; Galatians 3:7-9. 

Verse 35
That holy thing; the child whose conception was to be miraculously caused by the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 43
Whence is this to me; why am I so favored as to be visited by the mother of my Lord? Distinguished favors of God to his people lead them to feel their unworthiness, and render them peculiarly humble and grateful. 

Verse 45
Blessed is she that believed; Mary, a poor female, on the simple declaration of God, believed things much more strange than those which staggered the faith of Zacharias, the aged priest of the Lord. 

Verse 46
The virgin Mary found no source of joy in herself. She ascribed all her blessings to the Lord, and rejoiced in him as God her Saviour, while she magnified his grace in so distinguishing her that "all generations should call her blessed." 

Verse 47
As God is never in the Bible called the Saviour of angels or of holy beings, by calling him her Saviour, Mary acknowledged that she was a sinner, and needed his salvation; and if she needed salvation herself, she cannot save others. 

Verse 48
Call me blessed; highly favored in having been the mother of Jesus. From these words some have inferred that it is proper to pray to Mary, and pay her divine honors. That this is an error is evident from the manner in which the same phrase in the original Greek is used in other parts of the Bible. They who "endure" afflictions with patience according to the will of God, as did Job, James 5:11; the "poor in spirit," "the meek," those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness," and "the pure in heart," Matthew 5:2-11, are all called "blessed," the original word being the same. But neither any of these, nor Mary, are to be prayed to, or to receive divine honors. 

Verse 51
Showed strength; in protecting his people and overcoming their foes. 

Verse 55
As he spake to our fathers; Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 22:16-18. The coming of the Messiah, and the blessings which have followed and will follow, are a fulfilment of the promises made to Abraham and his spiritual seed, true Christians, who are of faith, and with Abraham heirs of the grace of life. Genesis 12:3; Genesis 22:18; Genesis 26:4; Genesis 28:14; Galatians 3:16; Galatians 3:29. 

Verse 58
Cousins; relations. 

Great mercy; in giving her a son. 

Verse 59
Eighth day; after his birth; as was required in the law of Moses. Genesis 21:4; Leviticus 12:3. When parents receive their children as the gifts of God, and from their earliest years implore for them the blessings of his grace, they have reason to hope that God will renew their hearts, and so fill them with his Spirit as to fit them for usefulness on earth and for glory in heaven. 

Verse 60
He shall be called John; probably her husband had informed her what they were to call him, verse, Luke 1:13. 

Verse 62
Made signs; from this it would seem that he was deaf as well as dumb; otherwise it would not have been necessary to ask him this question by signs. 

Verse 64
His mouth was opened immediately; the promise of God by Gabriel having been now fully accomplished, verse Luke 1:20. 

Verse 66
Hand of the Lord; the gracious influence of his Spirit. 

Verse 69
Horn of salvation; a mighty Saviour, the horn being an emblem of power. 

In the house; from the descendants. 

Verse 70
Holy prophets; Genesis 49:10; Deuteronomy 18:15; Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 53:2-12. The more men are acquainted with the Bible, and the more observant they are of providence, the more they will see that one is the fulfilment of the other; and the more abundant and conclusive will appear the evidence that both have one Author, and are conspiring to the promotion of the same great end. 

Verse 76
Thou, child; John. 

Prepare his ways; Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 4:5; Matthew 3:3. 

Verse 78
Day-spring; the beginning of the glorious light of the gospel Isaiah 60:1-3. 

Verse 79
In darkness; the darkness and desolation of sin. Psalms 14:1-3; Isaiah 59:2-14; Romans 3:9-18. 

The way of peace; peace of conscience and peace with God. Proverbs 3:17. 

Verse 80
The child; John. 

Waxed strong in spirit; increased in wisdom, power, and goodness. 

In the deserts; he lived in retirement in the wilderness of Judea. Matthew 3:1. 

His showing unto Israel; showing himself to be the forerunner of the Messiah, and entering on his public ministry. Matthew 3:1-3. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
All the world; the words in the Greek may denote either all the Roman world, that is, the Roman empire, or Palestine and the neighboring countries. 

Should be taxed; literally, should be enrolled, that a census might be taken of the inhabitants in order to their taxation. This enrollment was a practical act of Roman sovereignty, and a most decisive proof that the sceptre had departed from Judah. Wicked men, in the prosecution of their selfish purposes, without intending and without knowing it, take such courses as fulfil the predictions and accomplish the benevolent purposes of God. Compare Isaiah 10:5-17. 

Verse 2
When Cyrenius was governor of Syria; it is known with certainty that Cyrenius was appointed governor of Syria several years after our Saviour’s birth, and that he then made an enrolment of the people. Upon the supposition that this was the enrolment here referred to, some have proposed to explain the words "was first made," to mean, was first carried out in its original design by the actual laying of a tax in accordance with the enrolment. But recent investigations have made it not improbable that Cyrenius was twice president of Syria, and that the enrolment connected with our Saviour’s birth happened under his first presidence. This will explain why it is spoken of as then first made, because another enrollment followed. 

Verse 3
Taxed; enrolled for taxation. 

His own city; the place where his ancestors lived. 

Verse 13
Those manifestations which God makes of himself, especially in the person and work of his Son, are deeply interesting, not only to his people on earth, but also to the inhabitants of heaven. 

Verse 14
On earth peace; as the result of the Saviour’s advent. All who receive him have peace with God and the spirit of peace towards man; and the prevalence of his gospel will bring peace to the world. 

Good will toward men; kindness, compassion, and grace, manifested in the gift of a Saviour. 

Verse 19
Pondered them; continued to think of them and study their meaning. The habit of treasuring up the sayings of the wise and good, especially those which are recorded in the Bible, and of observing the dispensations of Providence, is a source of rich instruction, and may be made a means of grace to ourselves and others. 

Verse 22
Days of her purification; after the birth of a son, a mother among the Jews was required to remain at home, and was considered as unclean forty days. These were called the days of her purification. She was then required to offer for a burnt-offering a lamb, and for a sin-offering a turtle-dove, or a young pigeon. If she was too poor to bring a lamb, she was to bring two turtle-doves or young pigeons, and offer one for a burnt, and the other for a sin-offering; after which she was considered as clean. Leviticus 12:2-8. 

Verse 23
Holy to the Lord; consecrated to the Lord as his peculiar property. See Exodus 13:12. 

Verse 25
Consolation of Israel; the Messiah, from whom consolation comes. Aged persons who have long walked uprightly in piety towards God and good will towards men, often have, as they approach the close of life, remarkably clear and exalted views of the Saviour-views which disarm death of its terrors, and prepare them to ascribe "unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father," "glory and dominion for ever and ever." Genesis 49:1; Genesis 49:10; Genesis 49:22-26. 

Verse 34
Fall; ruin by rejecting Christ. 

Rising again; salvation by believing in him. 

A sign; an object of peculiar derision. Isaiah 53:3; Acts 28:22. 

Verse 35
A sword shall pierce through thy own soul; generally understood of the anguish which she would be called to endure as a witness of the Saviour’s sufferings and death. 

The thoughts of many hearts may be revealed; by their treatment of the Saviour they will show the character of their hearts. 

Verse 36
Aser; Asher. After the captivity, some of the remnant of the ten tribes were found united with the Jews. 

Verse 37
Departed not; she was uniform in her daily attendance upon the services of the temple. 

Verse 39
They returned into Galilee; in brief narratives like the present, intervening events are often passed over in silence. We know from Matthew that the wise men from the East found the Saviour at Bethlehem; that afterwards he was carried into Egypt; and after a sojourn there of some time, to Nazareth in Galilee, whence Mary had come with Joseph to Bethlehem before his birth. 

Verse 42
Twelve years old; at this age it seems sons went with their parents to the passover. 

Verse 43
Fulfilled the days; the eight days of the passover: one for preparation, and seven for the observance of the feast. Exodus 12:15; Leviticus 23:5-6. 

Verse 44
Company; relatives and friends who travelled with them. 

Verse 49
Wist; knew. 

About my Father’s business; or, among my Father’s matters; which was, in this case, studying his Father’s law in his Father’s house. Parents who regularaly and conscientiously take their children with them to the house of God, and train them in the way they should go, may expect that they will feel it to be a duty, and will esteem it a privilege, to engage early in the service of their heavenly Father. Proverbs 22:6. 

Verse 50
Understood not the saying; about being occupied with his Father’s business; especially, why he should call God his Father in so high and peculiar a sense. 

Verse 51
Subject unto them; performed the appropriate duties of an affectionate and obedient child. 

These sayings; the sayings of Jesus, as well as those of the angel and of others concerning him. Those children who cheerfully obey their parents, in this respect resemble the holy child Jesus. 

Verse 52
Increased in wisdom; this is spoken of Jesus as man. See Matthew 24:36; Mark 13:32. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Tiberius Cesar; the Roman emperor who succeeded Augustus. 

Herod; Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great. 

Tetrarch; literally, ruler of a fourth part. 

Iturea; a region of country east of the Jordan. 

Trachonitis; a country north of Iturea, towards Damascus. 

Abilene; this lay west of Damascus and north of Galilee. 

Verse 2
High-priests; Annas had been high-priest, and was succeeded by his son-in-law Caiaphas. Both were still living and were called high-priests, though but one them officiated. Persons who spend the early part of life in retirement from the noise and bustle of the world, are often preparing for great usefulness. In due time, God calls them to public stations, and to the discharge of duties of extensive and lasting benefit to mankind. 

Verse 3
The baptism of repentance; it implied the necessity of repentance in order to the remission of sins. The utter moral pollution of man by sin, and the necessity of spiritual cleansing by the Spirit of God, through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ, are fundamental truths taught under all dispensations; and without a deep conviction of these truths, men cannot be prepared to embrace the Redeemer and become partakers of his salvation. 

Verse 4
The words of Esaias; Isaiah 40:3; Matthew 3:3. 

Verses 7-9
John’s preaching. Matthew 3:7-12. 

Verse 8
Not to say-We have Abraham to our father; rely no more for salvation on your outward relation to Abraham. 

Of these stones-children unto Abraham; he who formed Adam out of the dust of the earth in his own image, can of these stones raise up holy men, who shall be Abraham’s children, not by fleshly descent, but by having the character and doing the works of Abraham. Compare John 8:39; Galatians 3:7. This is a clear intimation that the time has come when Abraham’s seed shall no longer be reckoned by outward descent, but by character. 

Verse 10
What shall we do? that is, in order to bring forth fruits worthy of repentance. Verse Luke 3:8. He enjoins upon each class of his hearers repentance, and the fruits of repentance appropriate to their condition in life. That repentance which is unto life, leads men to desire a knowledge of their duty for the purpose of performing it, to break off their sins, and to engage in doing good, as they have opportunity, to the bodies and souls of men. 

Verse 13
Exact no more; collect no more than is required by the government. 

Verse 15
In expectation; of the coming of the Messiah. 

Verses 16-22
John’s imprisonment-Christ baptized. Matthew 14:1-13; Matthew 3:13-17 

Verse 23
Thirty years; the age at which priests entered on their public duties. Numbers 4:3; Numbers 4:47. 

As was supposed; as was generally thought by those who did not know the history of his birth. The son of Heli; in Matthew 1:16, it is said, "Jacob begat Joseph, the husband of Mary." Here Joseph is called "the son of Heli." Various ways have been proposed for reconciling the two genealogies of Matthew and Luke. One is, that Mary was the daughter of Heli; and on that account Joseph is called his son. Luke, it is then supposed, gives the genealogy of Mary, while Matthew gives that of Joseph. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-13
Christ’s fasting and temptation in the desert. Matthew 4:1-11. 

Verse 2
Temptations try human character. Though God often brings men into situations where temptations to sin are strong, he also gives them the means of resisting and overcoming them; and if they do overcome them, they will both honor him and benefit themselves. 

Verse 14
In the power of the Spirit; under his powerful supports, and amid the displays of his influence. 

Verse 16
To read; portions of the Old Testament were read in the synagogues each Sabbath. Followers of Christ, by imitating his example in habitually attending the public worship of God on the Sabbath, will find his promises to believers fulfilled in themselves; and that while worshipping in the way of his appointment on earth, they are preparing to worship him for ever in heaven. 

Verse 17
Delivered unto him; by the minister or person who had the care of the sacred records. 

The place where it was written; Isaiah 61:1-3. 

Verse 21
This scripture; the scripture which he had just read, and which he said was that day fulfilled, was written more than seven hundred years before, and strikingly described his character and work as the Messiah. 

Verse 22
Gracious words; words of kindness and compassion which he uttered as he explained to them the spiritual meaning of the prophecy, and the salvation which he, as the Messiah, would grant to his people. 

Verse 23
Heal thyself; this was a proverb, the meaning of which here was, What you are said to have done among strangers, do here among your acquaintance. 

Verse 24
No prophet is accepted; those who have known him when a boy especially if in circumstances beneath their own, are less likely than strangers to receive and honor him. 

Verse 25
I tell you; he told them, in illustration of what he had said and of the propriety of his conduct, of two cases recorded in their scriptures where miracles were wroght by the prophet Elijah and Elisha, not upon their fellow-countrymen, but upon foreigners: one, that of the widow of Sarepta, a gentile town between Tyre and Sidon; the other, that of Naaman the Syrian. 1 Kings 17:9-24; 2 Kings 5:14-17 

Verse 27
Eliseus; this is the Greek manner of spelling the Hebrew word Elisha, as Elias is that of Elijah. 

Verse 28
Heard these things; the things he had spoken in proof of the truth of what he had said, and in justification of his having wrought more miracles at Capernaum than at Nazareth. The most eminent Old Testament prophets, by the direction of God, had gone not only from their own town, but from their country, and wrought miracles among the heathen. He might justly do the same in the displays of his grace. Thus he showed that he claimed and exercised the right to bestow his unmerited favors upon such persons and places as he saw best; that they had no just claim to his wonderful works; and that his salvation was intended for the Gentile as well as the Jew. 

Filled with wrath; very angry at his teaching such doctrines. When God bestows more of his unmerited favors on some than he does on others, many are tempted to complain. But they should consider, that for all which he does, he has the wisest and best reasons. Wisdom, duty, and interest, therefore, require that we should acquiesce, and say, "Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight." It is an evidence of great depravity, when men complain that blessings are bestowed on others which they themselves reject. 

Verse 29
Thrust him out; by force and violence. 

Down headlong; to destroy him. 

Verses 33-44
The devil cast out-Peter’s wife’s mother and others healed. Mark 1:21-39 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
The common people are often more eager than their rulers to hear the truths of the gospel. These truths, plainly and kindly exhibited, meet their wants as sinners, and commend themselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 

Verse 2
Two ships; fishing-boats. 

Verse 5
Ministers of the gospel who have preached and labored long without apparent effect, should not be discouraged; but according to Christ’s directions should continue to labor in humble dependence on him, and with believing expectations that in his own time and way he will give them success. 

Verse 8
Depart from me; this was occasioned by the display of his divinity which Jesus had made, and Peter’s conviction of his own unworthiness. 

Verse 10
Catch men; by proclaiming to them the gospel, and thus bringing them from the service of Satan to the service of Christ. 

Verses 12-15
The leper cleansed-the sick healed. Matthew 8:1-4; Matthew 9:1-7 

Verse 15
Information of the effects of Christ’s power and grace upon some, is often instrumental in awakening the attention of others, and leading them to apply to him, and thus to become partakers of his salvation. 

Verse 16
He withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed; it was his custom to do this, as the original implies, which might be rendered, He was in the habit of withdrawing himself, etc. The pure and sinless Saviour needed habitual communion with his heavenly Father to prepare him for the right discharge of the duties of his ministry. How much more do Christ’s ministering servants, who are but sinful men, need such communion! 

Verse 19
The tiling; Mark 2:4. Tiles were flat pieces of dried clay with which the house was covered. 

Verse 23
The works of Jesus Christ, when on earth, showed that he had power to forgive sins and is truly divine. 

Verses 27-32
Levi, or Matthew, called. Matthew 9:9-13. 

Verses 33-39
And they said unto him; in Matthew 9:14, this question is put by the disciples of John; in Mark 2:18, by the disciples of John and of the Pharisees. Jesus gives a general answer to both. For the meaning of verses Luke 5:34-38, see notes on Matthew 9:14-17. 

Disciples fasting. Matthew 9:14-17 

Verse 39
When men are taught of Christ, and know by experience the preciousness of his salvation, they will never give up his religion for any other. Good as the advocates of other religions may think theirs to be, the friends of Christ know his to be better. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-5
Second Sabbath after the first; the first was that which occurred on the second day of the feast of the Passover. The second Sabbath was the next, and was the first of the seven that were to precede the feast of Pentecost. Leviticus 23:15-21. Works of needful mercy, and that attention to our bodily and mental wants which the appropriate duties of the Sabbath require, were always permitted by the fourth commandment, and are not forbidden under the gospel. Numbers 28:9-10; John 7:22-23.

Plucking corn on the Sabbath. Matthew 12:1-19; Mark 2:23-28. 

Verses 6-11
Healing the withered hand. Matthew 12:10-13; Mark 3:1-5 

Verse 7
Men may make their scrupulous observance of the Sabbath, and their attention to other external duties of religion, a ground of self righteousness, and a cover under which they may indulge in great wickedness. 

Verse 11
Great zeal for human traditions and the commandments of men may consist with enmity to God and deep malignity against those who obey him. 

Verses 13-16
Apostles chosen. Matthew 10:1. 

Verse 19
Virtue; healing power. Doing good to the bodies of men often opens the way for benefiting their souls; and the one should be done for the sake of promoting the other. 

Verses 20-49
Blessed be ye poor; for the meaning of these beatitudes and their opposite woes, ver Luke 6:20-26, see notes on the beatitudes in Matthew 5:3-12.

See sermon on mount. Matthew 5:39-48; Matthew 7:1-27; Matthew 10:24; Matthew 12:35; Matthew 15:14 

Verse 23
Patience under trials, especially when occasioned by those whom we have labored to benefit, and a disposition to do them good in all practicable ways notwithstanding their opposition, are peculiarly pleasing to God, and prepare the soul for the special enjoyment of his love. 

Verse 24
You that are rich; rich in this world’s goods, and trust in them for happiness. 

Verse 25
You that are full; are satisfied with earthly enjoyments, and desire nothing better. 

Laugh; live in thoughtlessness and sinful mirth. 

Verse 26
When all men shall speak well of you; on account of your conformity to this world in your teaching and conduct. 

Verse 31
A frequent recognition of the manner in which we ought to wish that others should treat us, will help us to see the way in which we should treat them; and all hopes of heaven which do not lead us to strive habitually to do to others as we would that they should do to us, will fail at the giving up of the ghost. Job 11:20; Proverbs 10:28; Matthew 25:40-46 

Verse 40
The disciple is not above his master; this maxim was repeatedly used by our Lord, in different connections. Compare Matthew 10:24-25; John 13:16; John 15:20. Here its obvious meaning is, that the disciple cannot be expected to go beyond his master in attainments. If the master be blind, the disciple must be blind also. 

That is perfect; fully instructed in the doctrine of his master. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
Healing the centurion’s servant. Matthew 8:5-13. 

Verse 3
The condition of servants, when sick, is often very distressing. Having no relatives to care for them, it is the duty of their employers, as far as is practicable, to supply their wants; and when, under a deep conviction of their own unworthiness and insufficiency, any apply to Christ for help to those under their care, he delights to bestow the blessings which they need. 

Verse 11
Nain; in Galilee, south-west from Capernaum. 

Verse 12
No sorrows of a Christian mother, especially a widowed mother on the death of an only son, escape the tender and sympathizing notice of the Saviour. His bosom swells with pity; and when she thinks not of it, he is preparing to pour into her wounded spirit the balm of consolation and cause the desolate, sorrowing heart to sing for joy. 

Verse 16
Visited his people; showed them mercy in sending one who could perform such miracles. 

Verse 19
The dealings of Christ with his people are often exceedingly mysterious. He sometimes leaves them for a while to the most distressing calamities; and judging only from present appearances, they may be tempted to think that he has forgotten them. But at such times he calls them to consider his character and declarations; not to be offended at any thing which he either does or omits to do; but to feel that his ways are perfect, and that blessed for ever will be all those who put their trust in him. 

Verses 19-35
Disciples of John sent to Jesus-Christ’s testimony of John. Matthew 11:2-19. 

Verse 29
Justified God; by acknowledging John as a prophet sent by God, and approving of the counsel of God in sending him. 

Being baptized; the evangelist means to say that they now acted consistently with their former conduct in submitting themselves to his baptism. 

Verse 30
Lawyers; these were the interpreters of the Jewish law, especially their traditionary law. They belonged to the sect of the Pharisees, and were one with them in spirit. 

Rejected the counsel of God; his counsel as shown in the mission of John. 

Against themselves; to their own hurt. 

Verses 31-35
Children sitting in the market-place. Matthew 11:16-19. 

Verse 36
One of the Pharisees; his name was Simon. 

Verse 37
A sinner; one who had been notoriously wicked. 

Verse 38
Stood at his feet behind him; as, according to custom, he reclined at the table. 

Verse 39
Spake within himself; he thought so, though he did not express it in words. 

Verse 40
Jesus Christ is more pleased and honored by the affectionate offerings of penitent and grateful hearts, even of those who have been very great sinners, than by the most costly entertainments of the most distinguished self-righteous worldlings. 

Verse 44
I entered into thy house; by invitation. 

Water for my feet; to provide water for washing the feet, was one of the rites of hospitality; to kiss an invited guest was another; and to anoint or rub the hair with olive oil, which imparted smoothness and fragrance, was another. But for some reason, Simon had omitted these. Yet this woman, whom he thought to be such a sinner that her presence must be polluting, had kissed his feet, washed them with tears, and anointed them with very precious ointment. If she had been as great a sinner as Simon supposed, yet her conduct showed that she was penitent, that her love was great, and she was accepted. 

Verse 47
For she loved much; according to the parable, much love is the fruit of having been forgiven much. This woman shows much love, which should be to Simon a manifest proof that she had been forgiven much. Our Lord’s words, then, may be thus paraphrased: Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for, as thou seest, she hath loved much. 

Verse 48
Thy sins are forgiven; Christ had power and authority, even in his deepest humiliation, to forgive the sins of men. Matthew 9:6; Mark 2:10; Luke 5:24. 

Verse 49
Who is this? a very pertinent question; and the true answer is, "God over all, blessed for ever." Romans 9:5. 

Verse 50
Thy faith hath saved thee; faith, "which worketh by love," was the means of her salvation, as it will be of all who exercise it. Mark 16:16 

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 2
Called Magdalene; from Magdala, a town south of Capernaum, midway on the western shore of the sea of Galilee. The gospel raises women from the deep degradation of being the slaves to the privilege and honor of being the companions and most valued friends of men; and often to be the most devoted, self-denying, and useful followers of the Lord Jesus. 

Verses 4-15
Parable of the sower. Matthew 13:1-23. 

Verse 10
The manner in which the Saviour communicates instruction is suited to impart knowledge to those who desire it, who seek for it as men seek for silver, and search for it as they do for hidden treasures; while those who despise it, he leaves in ignorance, darkness, degradation, and death. 

Verses 16-18
Candle under a bushel. Mark 4:21-25. 

Verses 19-21
Christ’s brethren. Matthew 12:46-50. 

Verse 21
None are so near to Jesus Christ as those who hear the word of God and do it. The union between him and them will live when all other ties are sundered, and will grow more intimate and delightful for ever. 

Verses 22-25
The tempest on the sea of Gennesaret stilled. Matthew 8:23-27. 

Verse 25
Believers, notwithstanding their union to Christ and his deep interest in their welfare, may nevertheless be in great danger; and nothing will keep them from tormenting fears, but living and habitual faith in him. 

Verses 26-39
The legion of devils. Matthew 8:28-34. 

Verse 37
Those who regard the possession and security of property more than the presence and favor of Christ, deprive themselves of inestimable blessings; and never, without a great change, can they be prepared for, or become partakers of, the bliss of heaven. 

Verses 41-56
Jarius’ daughter, and the woman with an issue of blood. Matthew 9:18-38. 

Verse 43
That faith in Christ which works by love leads those who have it to apply to him for what they need. And though their case, in the view of men, may be hopeless, in the Saviour they will find sure and all-sufficient aid. 

Verse 45
Who touched me? said not for his own sake, but to draw out the woman from her privacy, and bring her to an open acknowledgment of him. 

Verse 47
Came trembling; she had obtained healing from Jesus in a stealthy way; and for this she feared his rebuke. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 1
The power and authority of ministers to preach the gospel and administer its ordinances come from Jesus Christ. On him they are dependent, and to him they should look for success in their work. 

Verses 1-6
Twelve apostles sent out. Matthew 10:1-42. 

Verses 7-9
Herod desires to see Christ. Matthew 14:1-2. 

Verse 9
None are so high in authority or power as to be above the upbraidings of conscience; and none continue so long, or sink so low in wickedness, as permanently to stifle its voice. It may for a time appear to slumber, and then awake to whisper vengeance, or utter thundertones of wrath. 

Verse 10
Went aside privately; he went by ship. Matthew 14:13; Mark 6:32; John 6:1 

Bethsaida; there were two places of this name. That best known was on the western side of the sea of Galilee. The other was on the northern side of the same lake; and to that the present passage refers. 

Verse 13
The inexhaustible fulness and all-sufficience of the Saviour lay a permanent foundation for the peace and quietness of all who trust in him; and though destitute of resources in themselves, they may always find in him unfailing supplies. 

Verses 18-21
Peter confesses Christ. Matthew 16:13-20. 

Verses 22-27
Christ foretells his death. Matthew 16:21-28. 

Verse 23
To deny one’s self some things for the sake of obtaining others more valuable, instead of lessening, greatly increases enjoyment. This, to be a follower of Christ, a person must do daily, and thus be daily promoting his highest good. 

Verses 28-36
The transfiguration of Christ. Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-10. 

Verse 31
His decease; literally, departure, meaning his death. 

Verse 32
Were heavy with sleep; the transfiguration seems to have taken place in the night season, which will explain the statement of verse Luke 9:37, that they came down from the mount on the next day. While the Saviour was engaged in prayer, they slept; but they were awaked to behold his glory. 

Verses 37-43
The lunatic healed. Matthew 17:14-21. 

Verse 38
When disease fastens on a child, and all human aid fails, the privilege of applying to Christ with the assurance of his ability to help, is a blessing which awakens the gratitude, and will for ever call forth the praises of every pious parent. 

Verse 44
These sayings; the words of Jesus Christ, especially with regard to his death, which would shortly take place. 

Verse 45
Understood not; they expected the Saviour would be a great worldly conqueror, and live for ever; and they did not understand how it could be that he would die. 

Verses 46-50
Who should be greatest. Matthew 18:1-6. 

Verse 51
Received up; into heaven. 

Steadfastly set his face; resolutely determined to go. Jesus Christ, when the time had come, was no less intent upon dying at Jerusalem than the Jews were on putting him to death. Their object was to show that he was not the Messiah, and thus to prevent the people from receiving him. His object was to die for their sins and the sins of the world; to show, with absolute certainty, that he was the Messiah, and lead unnumbered millions to believe in him, experience his salvation, and eternally adore him. Hence, before the time had come, he would not commit himself to them, and after it had come, he would let nothing hinder him from doing it. 

Verse 52
Sent messengers; in the original it is angels, which shows the manner in which this word angels is sometimes used in the Bible, meaning persons who are sent. 

Make ready; provide lodging and refreshment. 

Verse 53
His face was; they saw that his purpose was to go to Jerusalem, and as they were great enemies to the Jews, to whom he was going, they would not entertain him. 

Verse 54
When-James and John saw this; saw that the Samaritans would not entertain Christ. 

Elias; Elijah. 2 Kings 1:10-12. 

Verse 60
The claims of Jesus Christ to immediate and unreserved obedience are supreme; and no earthly connections or engagements can justify any in delaying to give him the homage of their hearts and the service of their lives. 

Verse 62
Having put his hand to the plough, and looking back; the husbandman who puts his hands to the plough must keep them, and his eyes too, fixed upon it. If he looks back, as for example to converse with those behind him, his work will be poorly done. The Syrian plough, being light, required the weight of the ploughman’s body on it to keep it in the furrow. If he looked off, it would start aside. So he who would be a worthy servant of Christ must give him his whole heart and his whole time. 

Fit for the kingdom of God; fit for the ministry of Christ’s gospel in his kingdom. Such was plainly the original application of these words. But they apply with equal force to every kind of service which Christ requires. No man who is not ready to leave all when Christ calls, is prepared to serve him on earth, or enjoy him in heaven. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
Other seventy; in addition to the twelve whom he had before appointed. Chap Luke 9:1-2. 

Into every city and place; in order to prepare the people for his coming. When Christ is about to visit a place in mercy, he, in his providence, often prepares the way for it; and the manner in which the manifestations of his will are treated, shows the character of his inhabitants, and the way in which they will receive him. 

Verse 2
The harvest; the need and opportunity of preaching the gospel. 

Laborers; preachers. Matthew 9:36-38. 

Verse 3
Lambs among wolves; Matthew 10:16.

Verses 3-16
Instruction to the seventy disciples. Matthew 10:11-15; Matthew 10:40; Matthew 11:20-24. 

Verse 4
Purse-scrip; Matthew 10:9-10. 

Salute no man; the mode of salutation then was more formal than now. He would not have them hindered by giving or receiving salutations, but would have them proceed directly to their work. 

Verse 6
Son of peace be there; a man of a peaceful spirit, who will kindly receive you, and to whom you may give the blessing of God’s peace. 

Verse 9
The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you; the opportunity is given to embrace the Messiah and experience his salvation. 

Verse 12
Those who reject the gospel reject the Saviour; and the greater their light, if they do not improve it, the greater will be their guilt and the more dreadful their condemnation. Chap Luke 12:47-48. 

Verse 17
The devils are subject unto us through thy name; when, in reliance on thee, we command them to come out, they obey. 

Verse 18
I beheld Satan-fall from heaven; the casting of Satan from heaven-probably with allusion to his original fall from heaven-means casting him out of his power over this world. Compare Revelation 12:7-9. This the Saviour saw from eternity in its beginning and completion. Every time that he encountered Satan, he overcame him; and the casting out of devils in his name was a sign and pledge that Satan, the prince of devils, shall, through the progress of His gospel, be finally cast out of all his power over this world. 

Verse 19
To tread on serpents and scorpions; to tread on literal serpents and scorpions without harm, and to overcome wicked men, who are like serpents and scorpions in character. 

Nothing shall by any means hurt you; the chief reference of these words is to the spiritual victory which Christ gives his servants over all evil, of which the outward deliverances sometimes vouchsafed to them in this world are symbols and pledges. Compare Romans 8:28; Romans 8:37. Christ is able to give his ministers all the aid which they need for the discharge of their duties. In his name and strength they may commence their work, and go on from conquering to conquer, till every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Verse 20
Your names are written in heaven; as heirs of eternal life. 

Verse 21-22
Things hid from the wise and prudent. Matthew 11:25-27. 

Verse 23-24
Things seen by the disciples. Matthew 13:16-17. 

Verse 25
A certain lawyer; one whose business it was to study, explain, and teach the divine law. 

Tempted him; put his wisdom to the test. 

Verse 26
The attention of those who inquire what they shall do to be saved, should be directed to the great fact, that by the works of the law they cannot be justified, and that the only way of salvation is through faith in Jesus Christ, who is "the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth." 

Verse 27-28
Love to God and man. Matthew 22:37-40; Leviticus 19:18; Deuteronomy 6:4-5. 

Verse 29
Justify himself; maintain that he could not be condemned for having broken the divine law. 

Who is my neighbor? who is the person whom I am to love as myself? 

Verse 30
Jericho; about twenty miles north-east of Jerusalem, and seven from the Jordan. 

Fell among thieves; more exactly, fell among robbers. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho led through a wilderness abounding in narrow and rocky passes, and was anciently, as now, infested with robbers. 

Verse 31
By chance; without any design to help the Jew, or knowledge of his condition. 

Verse 32
A Levite; the Levites assisted the priests in the services of the temple. 

Verse 33
The love which the law of God requires, leads those who have it to do good, not merely to their friends or countrymen, but, as they have opportunity, to all, in imitation of Him who makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends his rain on the just and on the unjust, and "who, though he was rich, for our sakes became poor, that we through his poverty might be rich." 

Verse 35
Two pence; in value about twenty-eight cents, or the price of two days’ labor. Matthew 20:2. 

The host; the keeper of the inn. 

Verse 36
Was neighbor; the ruler, who would have restricted the word neighbor to a very narrow circle of friends, is shown that all men whom he has the power of benefiting are his neighbors, and that he owes to all a debt of love and self-denial. 

Verse 38
A certain village; Bethany. Matthew 21:17. 

Verse 40
Cumbered; busily occupied. 

Much serving; in providing entertainment for her guests. Though diligence in business and proper regard to family concerns are duties which should by no means be neglected, yet we may be so engrossed in them, and so troubled about them, as greatly to displease the Saviour, and injure ourselves. Our first regard should be for God, and our chief concern to learn and do his will. He will then so order his providence, that we never shall want any thing essential to our highest good. 

Verse 41
Careful; anxious, perplexed. 

Many things; with regard to this world. 

Verse 42
One thing is needful; needful especially, above all other things. 

That good part; the favor of God, through love and obedience to his commands. 

Shall not be taken away; Job 17:9; John 4:14; John 10:27-30. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1
All who are wise will earnestly desire to be taught rightly to pray, and will ask Jesus Christ to instruct them. This is a blessing which he delights to give, and with it is connected, in his providence and by his grace, all needed good. "Ask and it shall be given you." Matthew 7:7. 

Verses 2-4
The Lord’s prayer. Matthew 6:9-13. 

Verse 7
Shut; bolted, as the original word implies. 

Verse 8
Because of his importunity he will rise and give him; the point of the parable is to show the power of importunity in prayer. If it prevails with selfish men, how much more with God, who loves his children, and takes pleasure in granting their requests. 

Verse 9
Ask, and it shall be given; now comes the application of the parable. Be importunate in asking, seeking, and knocking at God’s door, and you will be heard and answered. God often delays answering prayer, that he may try the faith and earnestness of the suppliant. 

Verses 9-13
Asking of God in prayer. Matthew 7:7-11. 

Verse 12
Scorpion; a poisonous reptile, with eight legs, eight eyes, and a sting in its tail, which inflicts great pain. 

Verse 13
Give the Holy Spirit; this is the gift of gifts, including in itself all needed good. God loves to have men pray for the greatest blessing he can bestow, the Holy Spirit, which he has promised to those who ask him. If any, therefore, do not receive it, and are not enlightened, sanctified, and saved, it is because they do not in faith and love ask for this blessing. 

Verses 14-23
Casting out devils by Beelzebub. Matthew 12:22-30. 

Verses 24-26
Return of the unclean spirit. Matthew 12:43-45. 

Verse 26
Wicked men reject the revealed truth of God, not because there is not sufficient evidence that it is truth, but because they are wicked, and the truth condemns them. When men reject evidence which God gives, and seek such as he will not give, they grow more wicked, and their last state becomes worse than any which preceded it. 

Verse 28
Yea, rather, blessed; the outward relation of Mary to Jesus as his mother was not so high a privilege, and did not confer such blessedness, as a believing and obedient spirt brings to the humblest of his disciples. How wrong, then, to exalt Mary to be an object of worship because of this outward relation. A disposition to hear the voice of God and obey it, is the greatest of blessings. Blessed as was the Virgin Mary on account of her being the mother of Jesus, more blessed, according to his decision, are all who believe on and obey him. Even Mary herself was more blessed as his believing and obedient disciple, than as his mother according to the flesh. 

Verses 29-32
A sign sought. Matthew 12:38-42; Mark 8:11-12. 

Verses 33-36
Candle under a bushel. Matthew 5:15; Matthew 6:22-23. 

Verse 36
If thy whole body-full of light; a clear view of spiritual things is to the soul what sight is to the body. It enables us to see clearly and correctly all truth that relates to God and Christ. Thus the soul becomes like a well-lighted chamber, having no dark corner. 

Verse 38
Washed; in the original, baptized. Great attention may be paid to outward forms and ceremonies, especially when men are taught to depend on them for salvation, and yet their hearts be abominably wicked. All such dependence is vain. To be accepted of God, men must give him their hearts, and must manifest this by obeying him and doing good, as they have opportunity, to their fellow-men. 

Verse 39
And the Lord said; this discourse at the Pharisee’s table has much in common with that recorded in Matthew 23:1-39; but it was delivered on a different occasion. 

Make clean; cleanse by washing. Matthew 23:25-26; Ravening; greedy violence. 

Verse 40
Fools; they who mock God with outward forms merely, while inwardly full of impurity, are not only wicked, but most foolish. 

Made that which is without-that which is within; the argument is, that since God made the spirit as well as the outer man, he must require that also to be kept clean from pollution. 

Verse 41
Give alms of such things as ye have; that is, according to our version, bestow your property, as you have means and opportunity, in deeds of love for Christ’s sake, and you will be accepted of him. But we may better render, Give the things within as alms; the things, namely, within the cup and platter. Instead of spending your time in washing their outside, while "within they are full of extortion and excess," see that their contents are made clean by being devoted, in the fear of God, to men’s good, and then the outside will be clean also. The cup and platter here represent covetous and rapacious men, whose souls are polluted by unrighteous gain. Let them begin by making their hearts clean, and then they need not be troubled about outward defilements. 

Verse 43
Uppermost seats-and greetings; the most honorable places and public salutations. Matthew 23:6-7. 

Verse 44
As graves which appear not; so that men walking over them are polluted without knowing it. In Matthew 23:27-28, there is a contrast between a fair outward appearance and inward abomination. Here the point is the carefulness of the Pharisees in hiding their wickedness. 

Verse 45
Reproachest us; as being inwardly corrupt. 

Verses 46-51
Sin and doom of the Pharisees. Matthew 23:4; Matthew 23:29-36. 

Verse 49
The wisdom of God; as manifested in the words and works of Christ. 

Verse 52
The key of knowledge; they prevented the people from obtaining the true knowledge of Jesus as the Messiah. They would not believe in him themselves, and they hindered others. To hinder men from obtaining that knowledge which God has revealed in his word, is a great sin, and one which exposes all who against light continue in it, to an awfully aggravated condemnation. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 1
In the mean time; while he was delivering his discourse to the Pharisees. 

The leaven of the Pharisees; hypocrisy, the great sin of the Pharisees, which, like leaven, mingled itself with and corrupted all their religious services. Men should be especially careful to be at heart in all things honest, upright, and sincere, and to act from good motives; they should be more desirous of being right in the sight of God, than of appearing to be right in the sight of man. 

Verse 2
For there is nothing covered; the Saviour shows the folly of hypocrisy from the consideration that every thing will at last be made known. 

Verses 4-12
Be not afraid; a very common form of hypocrisy has always been dissimulation and the denial of Christ through fear of man. Compare John 12:42-43. The Saviour, therefore, next warns his disciples against this sin, because, first, men can do us no real harm, while God can destroy both soul and body in hell, verse Luke 12:4-5; because, secondly, God, who watches over the sparrows, will protect his faithful servants, verses Luke 12:8-9. He then warns his disciples against the blasphemy of the Holy Ghost, a sin in which the denial of Christ might end, verse Luke 12:10; and against anxiety in respect to their defence when brought before magistrates, verses Luke 12:11-12. 

Verse 13
Speak to my brother; he wished to make use of the Saviour’s authority and influence to increase his own estate, as some men now value religion simply from its worldly advantages. 

Verse 15
Covetousness; over-anxiety and selfish greediness for earthly things. 

Consisteth not; neither the length, usefulness, and happiness of a man’s life in this world, nor his eternal life hereafter, depend upon the amount of his earthly possessions. 

Verse 16
In providing for happiness, men should act, not for time merely, but for eternity, that, at whatever moment they may be called from earth, they may go to, and not from, their treasures. 

Verse 20
Thy soul shall be required; thou shalt die, and thy soul shall be required to go to judgment and give an account of its deeds while in the body. In trusting to riches for that happiness which can come only from God; in depending upon long life, when death may come this night; and in laying up treasure on earth, and not in heaven, men act the part of fools. 

Verse 21
That layeth up treasure for himself; lives supremely for himself, not for God, which was the great sin charged upon this man. 

Verse 22
Those who have that fear of God which leads them to avoid what displeases him, have no reason to fear any thing else. In him they may trust for whatever they need, and he has promised that, in the best way and time, he will supply them. 

Verses 22-31
Taking thought for the morrow. Matthew 6:25-34. 

Verse 25
Add to his stature one cubit; see note on Matthew 6:27. 

Verse 32
The kingdom; of heavenly glory. Matthew 3:2. 

Verse 33
Give alms; use your wealth in doing good, and then you make it impossible that it should be lost; for the treasure which is given to the poor in Christ’s name, is given to Christ, and he will lay it up for us in heaven. 

Bags which wax not old; heavenly purses to contain heavenly treasures. Let that which you regard as your chief good be in heaven. Your hearts will then be heavenly, and your treasure and blessedness be eternal. 

Verse 35
Let your loins be girded; the girding up of the loins was a preparation for action. Be ready for duty. 

Your lights burning; be always watchful. 

Verses 35-46
The faithful servant. Matthew 24:42-51. 

Verse 36
When he will return from the wedding; either his own wedding, in which he is the bridegroom, or the wedding of a friend. Weddings were attended in the night; and servants were accustomed to sit up and wait for their master’s coming, that on his arrival they might immediately open the doors. So our Lord told his disciples to watch, and pointed out the blessedness of those who should do so. Matthew 25:1-13. 

Verse 37
Come forth and serve them; he will greatly honor and bless them. 

Verse 38
Second watch; from nine in the evening to twelve. 

Third watch; from twelve to three in the morning. 

Verse 39
Good man of the house; master of the house. 

Verse 41
Unto us, or even to all? is it meant for us, as thine apostles, or for all men? Our Lord, in his answer, speaks of a steward set over his master’s household, thus intimating that the parable has its highest reference to the ministers and rulers of his church; but shows at the close, verse Luke 12:48, that it applies to every one according to the measure of his knowledge and of the duties laid upon him. 

Verse 49
To send fire; in the same sense in which he came to send a sword. Matthew 10:34. Fire and sword are emblems of contention, distress, and ruin: not that this was the object of Christ’s coming, or the tendency and proper effect of his gospel, but it would be the effect of the opposition which wicked men would make to it. 

What will I, if it be already kindled? did he regret the publication of the gospel, or would he desist from it on account of the contention it would occasion? No; he desired its publication, and that, as soon as practicable, it might be universal. Opposition to the best things often produces the greatest mischiefs. But no good thing, rightly done, is to be charged with any of the evils which opposition to it occasions. 

Verse 50
A baptism; extreme suffering which he must pass through before the gospel could be fully published. 

Straitened; oppressed in spirit, in view of the sufferings which were before him. 

Verse 51
Rather division; Christ came to send divisions in the same sense in which he came to send fire and sword. His gospel would not produce divisions, but men’s opposition to it would. Luke 12:19; Matthew 10:34-36 

Verse 54
Out of the west; from the Mediterranean sea, which lay west of Judea. Were men as quick to discern, and as wise to judge, in spiritual as they are in temporal things, and did they as earnestly and perserveringly pursue them, they might all, through grace, become rich for eternity. But while they know that to obtain temporal good they must be awake and active, must exercise judgment, lay plans, and diligently pursue them, they often hope to obtain eternal good without thought, plan, or effort. 

Verse 55
The south wind; from the hot and sultry deserts of Arabia and Eqypt. 

Verse 56
This time; the indications of the presence of the Messiah. 

Verse 57
Even of yourselves; under the guidance of your own consciences enlightened by God’s word. 

Judge-what is right; make a true judgment respecting the signs of the times and my claims to be the Messiah. Why not do this before you are summoned to God’s judgment-seat to have him decide the question against you? 

Verse 58
When thou goest with thine adversary; literally, For when thou goest with thine adversary; the word "for" connecting this verse immediately with the preceding. Under the figure of a man summoned by his adversary to appear before the magistrate, our Lord, in concluding this series of addresses, solemnly warns his hearers to be reconciled to God, who is both their adversary and their judge, while they are on the way to his judgment-seat, by acknowledging the claims of his Son Jesus Christ. Thus they can obtain pardon and eternal life; but if they refuse this, at God’s bar the very last mite will be demanded of them; and as they will have nothing to pay, they must lie in the prison of despair for ever. 

Give diligence that thou mayest be delivered from him; by acknowledging of thyself his just claims, and satisfying them. This will be judging of one’s self what is right. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 2
The visible dealings of Providence with men in this world are no certain indications of their real character; but are suited to teach them the evil of sin, and the necessity of forsaking it, the certainty of death, and the wisdom as well as duty of being at all times prepared for it. 

Verse 3
I tell you, Nay; sudden death is no evidence of peculiar wickedness; but death in any form is the effect of sin, and should remind us that we must repent of it, and be delivered from its power, or we shall perish. 

Verse 4
Tower in Siloam; probably in the wall of Jerusalem, near the south-east corner, where was the pool of Siloam. See comment on John 9:7. 

Verse 9
If those who enjoy the means of grace neglect them, and bring forth no fruits of holiness, God, in due time, will remove all such blessings from them, and leave them to endless barrenness and death. 

Verse 11
A spirit of infirmity; a spirit that kept her bowed together; for her infirmity is ascribed to the power of Satan, verse Luke 13:16. 

Verse 15
Hypocrite; he condemned Jesus for relieving on the Sabbath an infirm woman, who had suffered for eighteen years, when he would himself perform more labor for the relief of an animal from thirst for a single day. 

Verse 16
A daughter of Abraham; a descendant of Abraham and possessing his faith. 

Whom Satan hath bound-loosed; the allusion is to the loosing of an animal from the stall, verse Luke 13:15. Satan has bound down this woman as an ox or ass is bound to the stall. Jesus Christ delights to bless those who habitually attend public worship. Though Satan may have bound them in chains of sin for many years, Christ is able and willing to deliver them. He often shows this on the Sabbath in the house of God. 

Verses 18-21
Parables of the mustard-seed and leaven. Matthew 18:31-33. 

Verse 19
Divine grace in the heart may at first be small and feeble; men may hardly be able to perceive it; but by a proper use of the means, under the influences of the Holy Spirit, it will increase till its manifestations shall become visible to all. 

Verse 24
Strive; in the original, agonize, make immediate and strenuous effort. 

Strait gate; difficult entrance of the way of life. Matthew 7:13-14. 

Shall not be able; they do not seek in season, nor in a proper way. Thus the Saviour answers the question virtually, though not directly. The striving of men to enter the way of life, is the means by which God enables them to do it; while the neglect of this till death, renders it certain that they will never enter it, or take a step towards heaven. 

Verse 25
The master-shut to the door; the reference is to the shutting of the door at a feast, after which none can be admitted. Compare Matthew 25:10-12. The meaning is, that the day of grace is limited, and after it is closed, none who have continued to neglect it can obtain salvation. 

I know you not; he did not know them as his friends, because they had never been such. 

Verse 26
We have eaten and drunk in thy presence; they rely on their outward relation to Christ; but he teaches them that this can be of no avail to those who have not kept his commandments. 

Verse 29
Sit down in the kingdom of God; literally, recline in the kingdom of God, as at a joyous feast. The salvation of men does not depend upon either their outward position or the number or variety of their privileges, but upon the manner in which they improve them. Many who have had small advantages, and have moreover been despised and neglected, will be saved, because they have faithfully improved their opportunities; while others, who have had great advantages but neglected them, will be lost. Thus the contrast between men’s standing in this world and in the world to come will be, in many cases, inconceivable great. 

Verse 30
Last-first-first-last; these solemn words have a twofold fulfilment. First, in this world: the scribes and Pharisees stood first in God’s kingdom as to their outward position and privileges; but by rejecting Christ, they made themselves last, while the publicans and sinners and the gentile nations, who they despised, by receiving him, became first; and so it has often been since. Secondly, in the world to come, where many that have stood high in reputation and outward privileges will be thrust down to hell, and many that have here been despised and persecuted will be exalted to glory everlasting. 

Verse 32
That fox; sly, subtle, mischievous man. 

To-day and to-morrow; a short time. 

I shall be perfected; shall have completed my work. 

Verse 33
I must walk; act openly for a few days, then go up to Jerusalem, and die. 

It cannot be; this is an instance of the manner in which the word cannot is sometimes used in the Bible, as describing what is not common, what is difficult, and will not take place. 

Out of Jerusalem; here the great council of the Jewish nation and the Roman governor held their courts; here criminals were tried; and here most of the prophets who had been murdered were put to death. 

Verse 34
The persevering wickedness of sinners greatly grieved the Lord Jesus Christ. He would gladly have received them, and given them his salvation; but they refused to accept it, and thus became the guilty authors of their own destruction. 

Verse 34-35
Lamentation over Jerusalem. Matthew 23:37-39. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1
On the sabbath-day; Jesus Christ was on a journey, and had no home. It was proper that he should take food where he was invited. He went to take such refreshment as his physical wants on that day required, and to do good to those who might be present. This affords no justification to visiting, or making dining-parties on the Sabbath. 

They watched him; to see if he would not do something for which they might accuse him. 

Verse 3
Answering; he replied to their thoughts by the question which he put to them. 

Verse 5
We should form the habit of drawing spiritual instruction from the common occurrences of life; and in our social intercourse, as well as in our religious efforts, should endeavor to do good to our fellow-men. 

Verse 5-6
Healing on the Sabbath. Matthew 12:11-12. 

Verse 7
He put forth a parable; showing the importance of humility. 

Verse 8
Highest room; most honorable place at the table, where the principal personages reclined. 

Verse 10
Have worship; receive honor. 

Verse 11
Whosoever exalteth himself; is proud, and seeks to be honored above others. 

Shall be abased; by God. 

He that humbleth himself; who is humble, and shows it in his conduct. 

Shall be exalted; honored; raised to higher dignity and influence. Proverbs 16:18-19; Matthew 5:3; Matthew 11:29; Matthew 18:4; Matthew 23:12; James 4:6. This proverb is abundantly illustrated in God’s dealings with men in this world, but will have its highest fulfilment in the world to come. The indulgence and display of pride indicate great wickedness of heart, and are sure precursors of coming abasement; while the cultivation and manifestation of humility are evidences of greatness, and harbingers of coming glory. 

Verse 13
Call the poor; do good to the needy who cannot reward you. 

Verse 14
The resurrection of the just; when God shall reward those who for his sake have done good, without the hope of any earthly recompense. Genuine benevolence will lead those who have it to do good for goodness’ sake, rather than for any expected reward; and the less the recompense which it receives in this world, the greater may be its gracious reward in the world to come. 

Verse 15
Eat bread in the kingdom of God; enjoy its blessings. See Matthew 3:2. 

Verse 16
A great supper; representing the rich and abundant provisions of the gospel. 

Verse 17
To them that were bidden; to them that were regularly invited. These represent here the Jews, to whom the gospel was first offered, especially the scribes and Pharisees. 

Come, for all things are now ready; the invitation to those who hear the gospel to partake of its blessings. Jesus Christ has provided, and freely offers, the richest and most abundant blessings. All excuses which men make for not accepting them are vain and wicked. 

Verse 18
To make excuse; showing the unwillingness of men to accept the offers of salvation. 

I must needs; literally, I have a necessity. This shows the manner in which necessity is sometimes used in the Bible to express a strong desire. 

Verse 20
I cannot come; that is, he did not wish to come. He chose not to do it. 

Verse 21
Angry; because those who were bidden slighted his invitation by neglecting his feast for totally inadequate reasons. 

Streets and lanes of the city; the dwelling-places of the poor and disabled, who here represent the publicans and sinners. 

Verse 22
Yet there is room; however many may partake of the blessings of salvation, there are enough for all others; and all to whom the gospel is preached, are urged to partake of them. 

Verse 23
The highways and hedges; lying without the city, by which is signified the calling of the Gentiles. 

Compel them; not by force, but by persuasion, by earnest, persevering entreaty. 

Verse 24
None of those men-taste of my supper; a solemn announcement of the coming rejection of the Jews as a nation for their unbelief. But the words apply in all their force to the multitudes now in Christian lands who despise and neglect the gospel, while converts from among the heathen nations are multiplied. God is angry with men who will not accept of his salvation, and be for ever happy; and when for ever miserable, they will see that no part of the blame attaches to him, but that it all belongs to them. 

Verse 25
Great multitudes with him; without any suitable apprehension of the self-denial which his service would require of them. 

Verse 26
Hate not; if he be not willing for my sake to leave father and mother. Matthew 10:37. 

Verse 28
A tower; a high building, erected for observation and defence. 

Verse 32
Ambassage; persons sent from one government to another, to represent the interests of their country. The point of this and the preceding comparison is, that they who undertake Christ’s service should count the cost beforehand. 

Verse 33
Forsaketh not all; all that stands in the way of duty-all that would hinder a man from doing the known will of God. 

Verse 34
Salt is good; to season provisions, and perserve them from putrefaction. In the present connection, salt means divine grace manifested in a spirit of self-denial for Christ’s sake. this brings salvation to its possessor and to others. 

If the salt have lost his savor; its saltness; if holy self-denial has given place to worldliness and self-indulgence. 

Seasoned? its saltness be restored. 

Verse 35
For the land-the dunghill; for being sown to fertilize the soil, nor for being mingled with the dunghill. So a professed follower of Christ, who has lost His spirit, is of no value to the church here, and has no fitness for admission to heaven hereafter. Let all worldly-minded disciples hear this. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verse 1
Publicans and sinners. Matthew 9:10. 

Verse 2
Murmured; found fault with him for associating with vicious persons, or permitting them to approach him. He therefore spoke three parables, showing that God receives and rejoices over sinners who return to him, however wicked they have been; and that it was highly proper that the Saviour of sinners should do the same. Murmuring when sinners come to Christ, and uneasiness at his reception of them, are evidences of a selfish, wicked spirit, which, without a great change, can never join in the employment or partake of the bliss of heaven. 

Verse 3
He spake this parable; the three parables of this chapter contain each a vindication of the Saviour’s conduct in receiving publicans and sinners. The point of them all is, that not what is safe, but what is lost, is the just occasion of labor in finding and joy upon recovery. We are not to infer from verse Luke 15:7 that there are any who were never lost and never need repentance. The Saviour simply reasons with the Pharisees upon common principles, as much as to say, If, as you think, you are safe within God’s fold, why blame me for my solicitude to find and save the lost? 

Verses 4-7
The lost sheep. Matthew 18:11-14. 

Verse 7
Joy shall be in heaven; as there is joy in heaven over the repentance of sinners, it was proper that Christ should associate with them, for the purpose of promoting their repentance. 

Ninety and nine just persons; there is more joy in heaven over one who repents and turns to God, than over many who have never sinned and need no repentance, or who, having sinned, think that they need none. 

Verses 8-10
This parable is another illustration of the same truth. 

Verse 10
As God, angels, and all holy beings rejoice at the repentance of sinners, all who repent, and all who are successful in leading others to repent, are increasing the happiness of heaven. 

Verse 12
The younger; he represents openly wicked persons, such as the "publicans and sinners"; as the elder son does the Pharisees, "who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others." His living; literally, the living, that is, the estate in his hands. He paid over to the younger son his portion, but reserved in his own hands the elder son’s portion. Wicked men wish to have their concerns in their own hands. They would rather choose and direct their course, than have God do it for them. This is setting up their wisdom and goodness above his, and will end in sad disappointment. 

Verse 15
To feed swine; this was considered a very degrading employment, and to a Jew was especially odious. Leviticus 11:7; Deuteronomy 14:8. 

Verse 16
Husks; large pods growing on the carob-tree. They have a sweetish pulp, and small seeds like beans. Swine are fed on them, and poor people sometimes eat them. 

Verse 17
Came to himself; came to have just views of things. Men must feel that they are lost, before they will be found; and unless they believe that away from God they will perish, they will never return to him. Nor, if they do believe this, will they ever return to him till they steadfastly resolve to do it. 

Verse 18
Against heaven; against God as well as against his father. 

Verse 20
Ran and fell on his neck; this represents the readiness with which God receives returning sinners. To be saved, men must not only resolve, but they must return to God; taking all the blame and shame of their departure to themselves, and ascribing righteousness to him, they must surrender all their interests for time and eternity to his care, guidance, and disposal. 

Verse 22
When in humility and penitence men return to God, trusting in Jesus Christ for what they need he rejoices to receive them with exceeding great joy; and notwithstanding all their transgressions, he pardons them freely, and bestows upon them the blessings of his salvation. 

Verse 23
Be merry; be joyful and happy; literally, eating, let us rejoice. 

Verse 24
My son was dead-lost; he was dead to excellence and to happiness and dead as to being the means of either to his father’s house. He was lost to goodness, to duty, and to heaven. 

Alive-found; he has returned with right feelings to his father and friends, and is a source of rich enjoyment to himself and them. Who, not lost to goodness, would not be partaker of their joy? 

Verse 25
His elder son; he represents the scribes and Pharisees, who found fault with Jesus for receiving and kindly treating sinners who came to him. 

Music and dancing; expressions of joy. 

Verse 30
This thy son; an expression of scorn and pride. He refuses to say. This my brother. 

Devoured thy living; squandered the property assigned to him. 

Verse 31
Thou art ever with me; so that thou hast the full enjoyment of the portion of the estate reserved for thee. 

All that I have is thine; the younger son having received his portion of the estate, what remained would be now enjoyed by the other son, and fall to him when the father had done with it. 

Verse 32
It was meet; suitable, proper. Had the elder son felt right, he would have thought so; and instead of murmuring, would have partaken of the joy. So with the scribes and Pharisees: had they felt right, instead of murmuring at Christ for receiving penitent sinners, they would have rejoiced with him and all the good on earth and in heaven, with exceeding joy. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verse 1
There was a certain rich man; in this parable our Lord teaches the necessity of spiritual wisdom and forethought in providing for the world to come, by an example of worldly shrewdness. Its immediate reference is to the use which God requires us, as his stewards, to make of the property which he entrusts to us. But it includes all other gifts and opportunities of doing good. 

Steward; one intrusted with property, to be used according to the will of its owner. 

Verse 2
Riches and all the blessings which men possess come from God and belong to him. With them men, as his stewards, are intrusted for a season. For the use of them they must give account, and they will be treated according to their works. 

Verse 3
Said within himself; he thought. 

I cannot dig; work at any service labor. 

Verse 6
Thy bill; thy writing. 

Write fifty; by allowing the debtor to alter his bill and diminish it one half. the steward hoped to gain his favor, and thus, in time of need, to secure his aid. 

Verse 7
Fourscore; eighty. 

Verse 8
The lord; the master of the steward. 

Commended; not his injustice, but his sagacity. 

Done wisely; acted shrewdly; manifested forethought and skill. 

Children of this world; those who seek earthly things as their chief good. 

Wiser than the chidren of light; more sagacious in the selection, and more skilful in the application of means to obtain temporal, than Christians are to obtain eternal good. 

Verse 9
Of the mammon of unrighteousness; by the right use of it, as the original implies. Mammon is a Chaldee word signifying riches. It is here called the mammon of unrighteousness, as being with unrighteous men the great object of pursuit, and too commonly sought, moreover, by unrighteous means. 

That when ye fail; are discharged from your stewardship by death. 

They may receive you; that is, the friends whom you have made by bestowing your property in deeds of love and mercy. Our Saviour used the words, "they may receive me into their houses." They do not receive us by any right or authority of their own, for this belongs to Christ alone; but they welcome us to heaven and bear witness to our deeds of mercy, as being the evidence and fruit of that "faith which worketh by love." Compare the remarkable passage in Matthew 25:34-46. 

Verse 10
Faithful; as God’s steward. 

In that which is least; our Saviour teaches that it is not the quantity committed to us that God will regard, but our fidelity in using it; and that our disposition is as thoroughly tried by a small as by a large amount of property or influence. 

Verse 11
Unrighteous mammon; worldly things. 

True riches; heavenly treasures-satisfying, eternal good. To be happy hereafter, men must be honest towards God here. If they continue knowingly to rob him of what he gives them on earth, he will never bestow on them the riches of heaven. 

Verse 12
Not been faithful; if not honest as stewards in what God committed to you for time, no one will give you heavenly riches for eternity. 

Verse 13
God and mammon; Matthew 6:24. 

Verse 14
Derided him; because of the doctrine contained in the preceding discourse, in which he taught that all our wealth belongs to God, and that to obtain heaven, we must faithfully use it in his service, and that too with undivided love and devotion. 

Verse 15
Justify yourselves; you pretend before men to be just and good, and are by them highly esteemed; but God, who sees your hearts, abhors and condemns your hypocrisy and worldliness. 

Verse 16
Were until John; see notes on Matthew 11:12-13. 

Every man; the Saviour alludes to the fact that the despised publicans and sinners are pressing into the kingdom of heaven, while the proud Pharisees reject it. 

Verse 17
One tittle of the law to fail; he shows that the gospel-the kingdom of heaven which he has come to establish-does not relax the strictness of the divine law. Of this he gives, in the next verse, an instance. 

Verse 18
Putteth away his wife, and married another; the Saviour here connects covetousness with licentiousness, both being sins of the Pharisees growing out of the common root of worldliness, and both excluding men from the kingdom of heaven. 

Verse 19
Clothed in purple; an indication of great wealth. 

Fared sumptuously; lived in a luxurious and costly manner. A man’s condition in this world is no certain criterion of his character. A wicked man may be rich and surrounded with all the comforts and luxuries of life, while a good man may be poor, afflicted, and helpless. He may want even that which is squandered by the wicked on their dogs. 

Verses 19-31
To illustrate the folly, guilt, and ruin of being dishonest towards God and employing what he gives only in self-indulgence, our Saviour gave this account of the rich man and Lazarus. 

Verse 20
Begger; literally, a poor man. 

Laid at his gate; there was then no public provision for the poor, and when disabled, they were often laid at the gates of the rich, that they might receive aid. 

Verse 22
Abraham’s bosom; a common expression among the Jews for the rest and bliss of heaven. Good men and bad must die. But their souls will live after death, in heaven or hell, according to their character. An impassable barrier will divide them. Those in heaven cannot help those in hell, and none from hell can ever ascend to heaven. 

Verse 24
Father Abraham, have mercy on me; this shows that he was a Jew, or one of Abraham’s descendants. This is the only instance mentioned in Scripture of any one praying to a departed spirit, and he gained nothing by it but an increase of torment. Prayer is an act of religious worship, and the command of Jehovah is, "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." Matthew 4:10. 

Verse 25
Good things; wealth, honor, and pleasure. 

Evil things; poverty, contempt, and distress. The faculty of memory is a great blessing; but men may so conduct in this world that the exercise of it will for ever torment them in the world to come. 

Verse 26
Neither can they pass; there can be no interchange of places between those in heaven and those in hell. 

Verse 29
They have Moses and the prophets; the Old Testament scriptures. Great and momentous truths are revealed by God in the Bible. If men who have the Bible and the preaching of the gospel are not led, under the influence of the Spirit, to believe, no other means would be availing; but they will be left to pursue their chosen course of wickedness to the place of endless torment. 

Verse 31
Neither will they be persuaded; persuaded to repent. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verse 1
Impossible; such is the wickedness of men, that they will commit sin, and tempt others to sin. Matthew 28:6-7; Mark 9:41-42. Men may be so wicked as to make it certain that they will commit great sins, and strongly tempt others to sin; and yet that certainty not diminish their responsibility or lessen their guilt. 

Verse 3-4
Forgiveness. Matthew 18:15-22. 

Verse 4
Increase our faith; see note on Matthew 17:20. 

Verse 5
To do their duty, all men need an increase of faith; and as Christ is the author and finisher of faith, all should habitually look to him for this inestimable gift. Hebrews 12:2. 

Verse 6
Sycamine; the same as sycamore. Matthew 17:20. 

Verse 7
By and by; rather, immediately. The meaning is, he will not at once direct him to take his meal, but will have him wait till he has first served his master. 

Verses 7-10
These verses inculcate the duty of obedience, patience, and humility; that after all the disciples had done or would do, their reward must be of grace, not of debt. 

Verse 9
I trow not; think not. 

Verse 10
No man ever did or ever can do for God more than He requires; and no mere man ever did his whole duty. Of course, no man can perform works of supererogation, that is, more than enough to save himself; he cannot do enough to insure his own salvation, nor can he ever be saved except through the grace of God in Jesus Christ. 

Verse 12
Men that were lepers, which stood afar off; lepers were not allowed to dwell with or come near to persons in health. Leviticus 13:46; Numbers 5:2-3; Matthew 8:2-4. 

Verse 14
Show yourselves unto the priests; to obtain their testimony that they were really cured, and might be again admitted into society. 

Cleansed; healed. 

Verse 18
This stranger; a foreigner, as were the Samaritans, and not a Jew. In this transaction the Lord saw foreshadowed the bringing in of the Gentiles to his church. However great or numerous the temporal favors God bestows upon men, few comparatively give him the glory-and those, only through the riches of divine grace. 

Verse 19
Thy faith hath made thee whole; his confidence in Christ was the means, and the power of Christ the cause of his cure. 

Verse 20
Kingdom of God; the reign of the Messiah. Matthew 3:2. 

Not with observation; not with outward pomp and display, so that you can mark its progress, as you would that of an army, and say of it, "Lo here!" or, "Lo there!" 

Verse 21
Within you; the true reign of Christ is in the hearts of men, and it had already begun among them. 

Verse 22
One of the days of the Son of man; he refers to the awful calamities about to come on the Jewish nation for their rejection of himself, when the unbelieving multitudes, who had rejected their true Messiah, would in vain wait and pray for the Messiah of their own imaginations; and even his disciples would desire the return of one of those blessed days when their Master was with them. At that time false Christs would appear, and they might be tempted to follow them; but he warned them not to do it. 

Verse 23
See here; or, See there; to witness the works of these pretended Messiahs. Matthew 24:23-27. 

Verse 24
In his day; the day when Christ shall come to destroy his enemies, deliver his friends, and establish his kingdom. There is the same double reference here to Christ’s providential coming to destroy the city and temple, and to his second personal coming, which has been noticed in the notes to Matthew 24:1-51. It will be like the lightning, which fills the heavens from one end to the other with its brightness. 

Verse 25
Suffer many things; Mark 8:31. 

Verses 26-31
Christ’s coming. Matthew 24:17-18; Matthew 24:37-39; Genesis 19:23-25. 

Verse 32
Lot’s wife; she lost her life by disobeying God’s command. Genesis 19:17; Genesis 19:26. So, if men do not follow Christ’s directions, they will perish. 

Verse 33
Seek to save his life; by disobeying the will of Christ. This declaration was fulfilled at the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, in respect to the temporal life of the Christians; and it will be fulfilled at the last day in its highest sense, in repsect to the eternal life of all believers, even though they may have been slain for Christ’s sake. Matthew 10:39. 

Verses 34-36
Faith in Christ is the great characteristic of a saint, and the want of it, of a sinner. This makes a mighty difference in their character, condition, and prospects. Though they live in the same family, work in the same field, or sleep in the same bed, one, believing Christ, is led to follow his directions and be saved; the other, not believing him, neglects his directions, and is lost.

One shall be taken; Matthew 24:40-41. 

Verse 37
Where, Lord? where will such calamities come? Wheresoever the body is; wherever the unbelieving Jews are, there will their destroyers be upon them, as eagles upon their prey. Matthew 24:28. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verse 1
Always; habitually, perservingly. 

Not to faith; not to be discouraged, or cease to pray. No man fulfils his obligations to God or to himself who is not in the habit of daily prayer, and who is not sincere in his supplications for himself and his fellow-men. 

Verse 3
Avenge me of mine adversary; by attending to my suit, and compelling him to do me justice. 

Verse 6
Hear; attend and receive the instruction which this case affords. 

Verse 7
Shall not God avenge his own elect; the argument is from the less to the greater. If importunity had such power with an unjust judge, who cared not for the poor widow’s cause, how much more shall God, the just judge, who tenderly cares for his people, vindicate and deliver them from their foes? Cry day and night; pray daily, habitually. 

Though he bear long; though for a long time he delays to answer. 

Verse 8
He will avenge them speedily; though the time may seem long to them, it is still short; for it is not delayed a moment beyond the proper hour. See 2 Peter 3:8-9. 

Cometh; to avenge his elect. Shall he find faith; an intimation that God’s delay will try the faith of even his true disciples. 

Verse 9
A high opinion of our own goodness in comparison with that of others, and a disposition to exalt ourselves, are exceedingly offensive to God; while a deep conviction of our own unworthiness, hearty contrition for sin, and humble supplication for mercy, are his delight. 

Verse 12
Tithes; a tenth part. 

Verse 13
The publican, standing afar off; at the outer side of the temple, far from the holy place, as not worthy to approach it. 

Smote upon his breast; in token of his distress in view of his sins. 

Verse 14
Justified; approved and accepted. Chap Luke 14:11. 

Verse 15
Infants are not too young to need a Saviour; parents should feel this, and in faith implore for them his grace. He died to redeem them, and delights to have all parents seek for their children the blessings of his salvation. 

Verses 15-30
Children brought to Christ; the rich ruler. Matthew 19:13-30. 

Verse 22
Christ, in his providence, tries the hearts of men, and gives them opportunity to see themselves, and to manifest to others whether they love him supremely. If they do and show this by giving up whatever is incompatible with his will, they greatly increase their present enjoyment, and secure eternal life. 

Verses 31-33
All things that are written by the prophets; those who in the Old Testament had foretold his death. Daniel 9:25-27; Isaiah 53:3-10. 

Christ foretells his death. Matthew 20:17-19. 

Verse 34
Understood none of these things; the things concerning his death, of which he had spoken. They supposed that the Messiah would be a great temporal prince, and reign for ever. Their wishes for this, and their expectations of it, were so strong that they did not believe or apprehend the meaning of what he had said. Matthew 16:21-23; Matthew 20:17-19. 

Desire has great influence on belief. It is exceedingly difficult to make men correctly apprehend and cordially believe what they are opposed to; while they readily understand and easily believe what they wish to have true. 

Verse 35
As he was come nigh unto Jericho; was near to, or in the vicinity of Jericho. Matthew and Mark say that it was as he departed from or went out of Jericho. Matthew also says that there were two blind men: Mark and Luke mention but one, probably because he was the most distinguished and best known. Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verse 3
The press; the great crowd of people. 

Verse 4
That interest in Jesus Christ which leads men to wish to know more of him, and to put themselves in the way of obtaining this knowledge, may be, and often is, the means of their salvation. He is more ready than men suppose to meet them, and bestow upon them the blessings of his grace. 

Verse 8
False accusation; charging a man, and taking from him more than he owed. 

Fourfold; four times as much. Exodus 22:1; Numbers 5:6-7. True repentance, wherever it exists, will dispose those who exercise it to "do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God." If they have wronged others, it will lead them to make full restitution, and as they have opportunity, to do good to such as they have injured, and to all. 

Verse 9
He also is a son of Abraham; by outward descent, and has also the faith of Abraham. 

Verse 10
That which was lost; Matthew 18:11. 

Verse 11
The kingdon of God should immediately appear; they thought that when Christ should enter Jerusalem he would proclaim himself king, deliver them from the Romans, and raise them to great earthly renown. To correct this idea, and give them right views of his kingdom, Christ spoke the following parable, which has some striking points of agreement with that recorded in Matthew 25:14-30, but also differs from it in some essential particulars. There, different sums are intrusted to the servants, "to every man according to his several ability," and the same fidelity and success receive the same reward; the idea being, that God considers not the amount intrusted to his servants, but the use they make of it. Here, the point is, that God will bestow upon his servants rewards proportioned to their diligence in his service, and for this reason the difference in the amount of gifts is not made account of, but all receive the one pound. 

Verse 12
A certain nobleman; this represented Jesus Christ. By his going to a far country is represented his ascending into heaven, which he must do before he would establish his kingdom on earth. 

Verse 13
Ten pounds; the gifts and opportunities of doing good with which he intrusts men. 

Occupy; use in a right manner. 

Verse 14
His citizens; the Jews. John 1:11. 

Verse 20
A napkin; a towel or cloth. 

Verse 21
An austere man; hard in his dealings, harsh, and cruel. 

Reapest that thou didst not sow; unreasonable, requiring too much, and taking what did not belong to him. 

Verse 22
Out of thine own mouth; from thine own statement. Thou knewest that I should require a strict account of the use of what I gave; why didst thou not prepare to return to me what is justly my due? 

Verse 23
The bank; a place of safe-keeping and profitable use. 

Usury; lawful interest, as the term then implied. Matthew 25:27. 

Verse 25
They said unto him; the servants that stood by, verse Luke 19:24. 

He hath ten pounds; they are amazed that their lord should give the slothful servant’s pound to the man who has already the most money in his hands. 

Verse 26
For I say unto you; the nobleman, without pausing in his discourse, goes on to state the principle upon which he proceeds in the distribution of his property to his servants. 

Every one which hath; he who, by proper diligence, has already increased the amount committed to him. Compare Matthew 25:29. Those who in this world are disposed to use the blessings which God bestows to his glory, will hereafter receive more and greater blessings; while those who are not, will be deprived of what they now have, and be left destitute and wretched. 

Verse 27
Slay them before me; an emblem of the ruin which would come on his persevering opposers. 

Verses 28-40
Christ rides into Jerusalem. Matthew 21:1-16. 

Verse 40
The stones would immediately cry out; a proverbial expression, denoting the strong reasons there were for praising him, and the necessity that such priase should be offered to him. The character and works of Christ furnish the most abundant and powerful reasons for blessing and praising him; and neither he nor his friends are disposed to prevent any from doing this. It gives them joy, and they desire that all should join in it. 

Verse 41
Wept over it; in view of its guilt, and the miseries which were coming upon it. 

Verse 43
Thine enemies; the Romans. 

Compass thee round; this they did by digging a trench around Jerusalem. See Josephus, Jewish Wars, book 6. 

Verse 44
Thy children; the inhabitants of the city. 

One stone upon another; Titus, their conqueror, caused the very ground to be ploughed up, in fulfilment of this declaration. 

The time of thy visitation; the time when mercy was offered, and they were entreated to accept it and be saved. 

Verse 45-46
Traffickers cast out. Matthew 21:12-13. 

Verse 47
He taught daily in the temple; for a number of days before his crucifixion. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verse 1
Rulers in church and state are often very unsafe guides in the things of religion, and much more opposed to the truth and to those who preach it than are the common people. Hence the great importance of following the direction of Christ, Matthew 23:8-10, and of searching the Scriptures, to see whether what rulers and teachers inculcate is according to them. If it is not, all should reject it. 

Verses 1-8
Christ’s authority. Matthew 21:23-27. 

Verse 9
Parables and similitudes drawn from earthly things, with which people are familiar, are wise and efficient means of inculcating divine truth; and that preaching which leads the hearers to think, and draw correct conclusions for themselves, will be likely to do them the most good. 

Verses 9-18
The parable of the vineyard Matthew 21:33-44. 

Verse 19
Opposers of the gospel and of its faithful preachers are prone to represent their teaching as injurious to the state, and thus to attempt to set politicians and worldly men in active hostility against them. In this they would oftener succeed were it not that the truths of the gospel, plainly and kindly exhibited, commend themselves to the conscience, and thus through grace secure the common people in their favor. 

Verses 19-38
Tribute to Cesar-the resurrection. Matthew 22:15-33. 

Verse 34
Children of this world; men in this world. 

Verse 35
That world; the world of blessedness into which the righteous enter after the resurrection. 

Verse 36
Equal unto the angels; in their immortality and bliss. 

The children of God-resurrection; like unto him after having been raised from the dead. 

Verse 38
All live unto him; though dead as to us, they live to and with God; so that his covenant with them to be their God remains. 

Verse 40
They; the Sadducees. 

Verses 41-44
Christ David’s son and Lord. Matthew 22:41-46. 

Verses 45-47
Scribes denounced. Matthew 23:1-33. 

Verse 46
Instead of always imitating the rich and great, and following those who are in high stations, it is sometimes necessary, in order to obey Christ, to reject their maxims, renounce their doctrines, and avoid their practices. This course may subject those who pursue it to many inconveniences, but it will honor the Saviour, benefit themselves, and promote the good of mankind. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-4
The widow’s two mites. Mark 12:41-44. 

Verse 3
The value, in the sight of God, of what is given for his worship or for charitable purposes, depends not so much on the amount, as on the amount compared with the ability and the motives with which it is done. 

Verse 5
Goodly stones; great and beautiful. 

Gifts; donations which had been received, and were suspended in different parts of the temple. 

Verses 5-24
Destruction of Jerusalem. Matthew 24:1-22. For the principles on which this prophecy is to be interpreted, and the double reference contained in it to the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the world. 

Verse 11
Fearful sights and great signs shall there be; these words had their primary fulfilment in the fearful appearances which were seen previous to the destruction of Jerusalem, and which are particularly described by Josephus in the sixth book of his history of the Jewish wars. A more awful fulfilment awaits them when "the end of the world" draws nigh. 

Verse 13
Turn to you for a testimony; it shall give you the opportunity of bearing testimony to my gospel before kings and rulers. This will be a testimony in your behalf of your faithfulness, and against them, if they reject it. Compare Matthew 24:14; Mark 13:9. 

Verse 15
A mouth and wisdom; ability rightly to speak, a gift which no man or angel could bestow. 

Verse 18
Not a hair-perish; you shall suffer no real harm, though you die for my sake. Compare Romans 8:28-39; 1 Corinthians 3:21-23; 1 Peter 3:13. However great the wickedness of men, and however active their opposition to the people of God, they shall not in the end be able to injure them. His people should therefore be calm and quiet, as well as active and persevering in their labors for the promotion of his cause, trusting in him for whatever they need. 

Verse 19
In your patience possess ye your souls; the word "possess" is here to be taken in the sense of gaining or saving. The whole verse might be rendered, By your endurance save ye your souls; the same as, "He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved." Matthew 24:13. 

Verse 24
By the edge of the sword; eleven hundred thousand were slain. 

Led away captive; ninety-seven thousand were carried into captivity. 

Trodden down; desolated, oppressed. This has been done successively by the Romans, Saracens, Mamulukes, Franks, and by the Turks who continue to exercise dominion over and oppress it. 

The times of the Gentiles be fulfilled; the times during which God has determined that the Gentiles shall tread down Jerusalem. 

Verse 25
The waves roaring; in the first application of the prophecy to the overthrow of Jerusalem, these words are to be understood figuratively of commotions among the nations. 

Verses 25-33
Signs of Christ’s coming-parable of the fig-tree. For the exposition of these verses and their twofold reference, see notes on Matthew 24:29-35. 

Verse 26
The powers of heaven; the same as the hosts of heaven; that is, the sun, moon, and stars. 

Verse 34
Be overcharged with surfeiting; made heavy and careless by immoderate eating and drinking. 

That day; the day when Christ will come to save his people and take vengeance on his foes. These exhortations were applicable to the day of which he had been speaking, to the day of death, and to the day of judgment. Excessive eating and drinking tend not only to produce various bodily diseases, but to blind the mind, stupefy the conscience, and corrupt the heart. Christians should not indulge in these sins, which unfit them for the discharge of their duty, and prevent their being prepared for the coming of Christ. 

Verses 34-36
Warning to be ready for Christ’s coming. Matthew 24:36-51. 

Verse 36
Always; habitually. 

Escape all these things; the woes that would come on the wicked. 

Stand; stand with acceptance. 

Verse 37-38
These verses show the manner in which Jesus Christ spent the last days of his life, teaching the people the great truths of salvation. All who heard ought with the heart to have believed and been saved. So it is with all who hear the gospel now. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verse 1
The feast of unleavened bread; the passover; so called, because during that feast they ate nothing that was leavened. Matthew 26:2; Matthew 26:17. 

Verse 3
Then entered Satan into Judas; exerted over him peculiar influence, and excited him to betray his Lord. 

Verse 4
Captains; those who commanded the guard that kept watch at the temple. 

Verses 4-13
Judas selleth Christ; the passover prepared. Matthew 26:14-19. 

Verse 5
Money has a powerful influence over the human heart and the hope of obtaining even a small sum may awaken the most corrupt desires, and lead to the commission of the most horrid crimes. Well did he who knew what was in man say, "Take heed, and beware of covetousness." 

Verse 7
The passover must be killed; the lamb which was eaten at the passover-festival must be killed, and preparations made for the feast. 

Verse 14
The hour was come; the hour appointed for the eating of the paschal lamb. Matthew 26:20. 

Verse 15
With desire I have desired; a Hebrew form of expression signifying, I have greatly desired. 

Verse 16
Until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God; till the kingdom of God come by the offering of Christ, the true paschal lamb. Luke 22:18. 

Verse 17
The cup; not the cup mentioned verse Luke 22:20, but the cup that was used in celebrating the passover. 

Verse 18
I will not drink; for the meaning of these words, see notes on Matthew 26:29. What was drunk at the ordinance of the supper was not blood, but the fruit of the vine, the juice of the grape. This Christ used, and it is a fit emblem of his blood, which was shed for the remission of sins. 

Verse 19-20
The Lord’s supper. Matthew 26:26-30. 

Verses 21-23
What is mentioned in these verses took place while they were eating the passover, and before the institution of the Lord’s supper. The facts are not all mentioned in the order in which they took place. John 13:30; Matthew 26:21-25; Mark 14:18-21. 

Verse 24
The greatest; the most honorable-have the highest offices in that earthly kingdom which, notwithstanding all his instruction, they still thought he was about to establish. It seems to have been in connection with this strife about preeminence that our Lord rose from the table and washed his disciples’ feet, thus setting them an example of condescending humility. John 13:4-17. Similiar contests are mentioned in Matthew 18:1; Matthew 20:20-28. 

Verse 25
Benefactors; a title of honor applied to earthly rulers, especially the kings of Syria and Egypt, and such as exercised dominion over others. 

Verse 26
Not be so; in the kingdom of Christ, one of his ministers was not to have dominion over the others. They were all brethren, and he would be the greatest who should be the most humble, and most ready to perform all useful services. 

Verse 28
Temptations; trials, labors, and sorrows. 

Verse 29
I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; that is, as the next verse shows, I make you sharers with me in the kingdom which I have received of my Father. But this is a spiritual kingdom, in which the most humble and active in serving their brethren are the greatest. 

Verse 30
Eat and drink at my table; be admitted to near communion with me, as are the servants of a king who stand high in place and honor. 

Sit on thrones; to administer, under spiritual kingdom. In the preeminent place held by the apostles in the establishment of the Christian church, we find the earthly fulfilment of this promise. Another fulfilment is reserved for "the regeneration," when Christ shall make all things new. See note on Matthew 19:28. 

Verse 31
Sift you; all the apostles. 

As wheat; greatly agitate your minds with inward and outward trials, to induce you, if possible, to deny men, apostatize, and perish. 

Verse 32
For thee; while he intercedes for all the apostles, he offers a special prayer for Peter. 

Fail not; not utterly fail, but when weakened revive again and become triumphant. 

Converted; turned from thy sin. Jesus Christ is acquainted with all the dangers of his people, and guards them, that when they fall, they may rise again, and be for ever victorious over all their foes. 

Verse 33-34
Peter’s denial foretold. Matthew 26:33-35. 

Verse 35
When I sent you; Matthew 10:9-10. 

Lacked ye any thing? did you suffer with want? 

Verse 36
Let him sell his garment, and buy one; a figurative mode of warning the apostles that great difficulties and trials awaited them, which would require them to be like armed warriors, ready for the conflict. 

Verse 37
This that is written; Isaiah 53:12. 

Verse 38
It is enough; they needed the sword of the Spirit, the shield of faith, the breastplate of righteousness, and the helmet of salvation. 

Verses 39-46
Agony in the garden. Matthew 26:30-46; Mark 14:32-41. 

Verse 43
Strengthening him; as a man he needed and received aid from on high. 

Verses 47-71
Christ betrayed, led to the high-priest, and denied. Matthew 26:47-75; Mark 14:43-72. 

Verse 48
With a kiss; customarily a sign of affection, but now used by Judas to point out to the soldiers which was Jesus. Persons who, knowingly, for their own selfish ends, express towards Jesus Christ that which they do not feel, imitate Judas the traitor; and unless they repent and are forgiven, it will be true of them as it was of him, that it would have been better for them if they had not been born. Matthew 26:24. 

Verse 51
Suffer ye thus far; addressed to the guard who had seized him immediately upon the kiss of Judas. Matthew 26:48; Mark 14:45-46. The probable meaning is, Allow me thus far; that is, give me liberty so far as to touch this man’s ear. Some, however, suppose him to mean, Suffer the zeal of my disciples to have proceeded thus far in defending me. 

Verse 60
Man, I know not; Matthew and Mark say that a maid in the second instance charged Peter with being one of Christ’s disciples. But he here answers to a man. The maid may have stated it to those that were present, and a man then have charged Peter with it. 

Verse 67
If I tell you; you do not ask for the sake of gaining information; your minds are fully made up to condemn me, and no statement of mine can influence your belief. 

Verse 68
If I also ask you; propose questions to you to be answered, as the Saviour often did in reasoning with the Jewish rulers. For an example, see Matthew 21:23-27. Nevertheless, as his time for suffering had now come, he proceeded solemnly to affirm his messiahship, Luke 22:69-70. 

Verse 69
Sit on the right hand of the power of God; this they justly considered as his claiming to be the Messiah. 

Verse 70
Ye say that I am; this meant, Yes, I am. 

Verse 71
Have heard; have heard his claim to be the Son of God, which they said was blasphemy. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-5
Christ brought before Pilate. Matthew 27:1-2; Matthew 27:11-18. 

Verse 2
Perverting the nation; exciting the people to rebel against the Roman government. 

Give tribute; pay taxes. The accusation which the Jews brought against Jesus before Pilate was not that of blasphemy in claiming to be the Son of God, for which their council had condemned him. Matthew 26:65; it was that of treason against the Roman government. His claiming to be the Son of God was no crime in a Roman court. They could not induce Pilate for this to put him to death. They therefore invented another accusation, and sought false witnesses to support it. So that while they condemned him for what was no crime, they sought to have Pilate condemn him for a crime which he never committed. Justly did he who knew what was in them, say, "Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? Matthew 23:33. 

Verse 3
Thou sayest it; Jesus not only acknowledged himself to be the King of the Jews, but explained to Pilate that his kingdom was not of this world; so that he found no fault in him on this ground. John 18:36-37. 

Verse 5
He stirreth up the people; causing tumults among them. 

All Jewry; the whole Jewish country. 

Verse 7
He sent him to Herod; seeking thus to get rid of the case altogether. This was Herod Antipas, who put John to death. He was son to Herod the Great, under whose reign Christ was born, Matthew 2:1; uncle to Herod Agrippa, by whom James was killed, and who was eaten of worms, Acts 12:2; Acts 12:23; and great-uncle to that Agrippa who was almost persuaded by Paul to become a Christian. 

Acts 25:27. 

Verse 9
He answered him nothing; the Saviour would not answer questions prompted by a vain curiosity, without any desire to know the truth. 

Verse 11
Men of war; the soldiers of his guard. 

Set him at naught; treated him with contempt. 

Verse 15
Is done unto him; rather, is done by him. The two examinations before Pilate and Herod had brought to light no action of Jesus worthy of death. 

Verse 16
Chastise; scourge or whip him. 

Verse 17
Of necessity; it was the custom, and the people would be displeased if he should not comply with it. Matthew 27:15. This shows the manner in which the word necessity is sometimes used in the Bible. 

Verses 18-25
Christ condemned by Pilate. Matthew 27:20-26. 

Verse 22
As civil government is an ordinance of God, established for the protection of the innocent, and the condemnation and punishment of the guilty, magistrates who, against evidence, acquit the guilty and condemn the innocent, are an abomination to the Lord. Injustice under the cover of law is aggravated wickedness. False witnesses and corrupt judges merit, and without repentance will receive a most awful condemnation. 

Verse 26
Simon, a Cyrenian; Matthew 27:32. 

Verse 28
Weep for yourselves, and for your children; on account of the great calamities that were coming upon them. 

Verse 29
Blessed are the barren; it were better not to have children than to have them exposed to such distresses. 

Verse 30
To the mountains, Fall on us; to shelter us from the wrath of God. Compare Hosea 10:8; Revelation 6:16. They feel that it is better to be crushed beneath the weight of the mountains, than to meet God in judgment, and bear the fierceness of his wrath. 

Verse 31
If they do these things in a green tree; this was a proverb. A green tree represented one innocent and good; a dry tree, those who were wicked. If such distress as that of crucifixion would come upon one who was perfectly innocent, what would be the distress which, under the just indignation of God, would come upon those who were so exceedingly wicked as to murder his beloved Son? 

Verse 32
Malefactors; evil-doers, thieves, robbers, etc. Matthew 27:38. 

Verses 33-49
The crucifixion. Matthew 27:33-56. 

Verse 34
Father, forgive them; this was a prayer for the pardon of his murderers. Jesus Christ, who was most compassionate and benevolent in his life, was also most kind and forgiving in his death. He desired the everlasting salvation even of his murderers, and for it he was willing to give up his life. 

Verse 39
One of the malefactors; Matthew and Mark speak as if both the robbers had at first reviled him. One however repented, rebuked his companion, confessed the justice of their punishment, and looked to Christ for salvation. 

Verse 40
True repentance leads a sinner to feel and acknowledge the justice of his condemnation, and at the same time to look to Jesus for salvation; expecting through him to receive it, that when absent from the body he may be present with the Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:8. 

Verse 42
When thou comest into thy kingdom; more literally, When thou comest in the kingdom; that is, when thou comest in glory as the King Messiah. This will be when he shall "appear the second time without sin unto salvation" for all who have believed in him. 

Verse 43
Paradise; the place and state of blessedness. 

Verse 50
A counsellor; a member of the great Jewish council. 

Verses 50-56
Christ’s burial. Matthew 27:57-61. 

Verse 51
Deed of them; the doings of the council in condemning Christ. 

Waited for the kingdom of God; the reign of Jesus as the Messiah. Matthew 3:2. 

Verse 54
That day was the preparation; the preparation for the solemnities of the next day, which was the Sabbath. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-12
The resurrection. Matthew 28:1-10. 

Verse 4
Two men; angels in the form of men. Matthew and Mark mention but one. This does not make their statements inconsistent with each other, but it shows that they did not write in concert, and that each gave his own independent account. 

Verse 7
Events which the friends of Christ most dread, and against the occurrence of which they most earnestly strive, are often essential to their highest good. They should therefore never mourn as those who have no hope, at any thing which God does or suffers to be done, but should say with submission, "It is the Lord; let him do as seemeth him good." 

Verse 13
Two of them; not of the eleven apostles, but of the other disciples. 

Threescore furlongs; ten ancient furlongs are equivalent to the modern geographical mile. The distance from Jerusalem to Emmaus was, then, about six geographical, or nearly seven English miles. 

Verse 16
Their eyes were holden; kept from discovering who he was. Mark 16:12. 

Verse 18
Cleopas; supposed to be the same as Alpheus, the father of James the less and Jude. 

Verse 21
Redeemed Israel; they were thinking of an outward deliverance from bondage to the Romans, and the restoration of the kingdom to Israel. Compare Acts 1:6. 

Verse 25
O fools; this is not the same word in the original as that which Christ condemns. Matthew 5:22. That implied great wickedness; this, dulness, want of reflection and discernment, as manifested in not better understanding his teaching and the Scriptures. 

Slow of heart; indisposed and reluctant to believe that he must die. A more intimate acquaintance with the Scriptures, and a better understanding of them, would throw great light upon the providence of God; while it would support his people in trials, would nerve them for duty, and furnish them more thoroughly for every good work. 

Verse 26
Ought not Christ; was it not needful, in order to fulfil the prophecies, that the Messiah should die? Did they not clearly foretell that he would be cut off, but not for himself? Daniel 9:26. 

Verse 27
At Moses; the books which Moses wrote, the first books of the Old Testament. 

The things concerning himself; some of these things are mentioned in Genesis 3:15; Genesis 49:10; Numbers 21:8-9; Deuteronomy 18:15; Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 53:1-12; Psalms 16:1-11; Psalms 22:1-31; Psalms 110:1-7; Daniel 9:25-27; Malachi 4:2-6. 

Verse 28
Made as though he would have gone further; he kept on, giving no intimation that he would stop, till they entreated him to do so. 

Verse 29
Constrained him; by their entreaties. 

Verse 30
Sat at meat; reclined, as the custom was, at supper. 

Blessed it; asked the blessing of God, and gave thanks: in this he hath set us an example which we should follow. 

Verse 31
Their eyes were opened; the difficulties in the way of their knowing him were removed. 

He vanished; disappeared. They saw him no more. 

Verse 32
Our heart burn; glow with wonder and delight. 

Opened to us the scriptures; explained to us their meaning. 

Verse 34
Simon; Simon Peter. 

Verse 36
Peace be unto you; this was a form of salutation, and an expression of good-will. 

Verse 38
Thoughts; doubts and suspicions as to who and what he was. 

Verse 39
That it is I myself; that I have really arisen from the dead. 

Verse 40
Showed them his hands and his feet; compare John 20:27. 

Verse 41
Believed not for joy, and wondered; the news was so strange and joyful, that they did not believe it. 

Verse 43
Took it, and did eat before them; this was further proof of the reality of his bodily presence with them. 

Verse 44
Law of Moses-prophets-psalms; these comprehended the whole of the Old Testament; and were the names of the three portions into which it was divided by the Jews. The events of divine providence are a fulfilment of the divine word. In order to see this, and be rightly affected by it, men must have their understandings enlightened and their hearts purified by the Holy Spirit. They should therefore habitually seek his teaching; and while "careful for nothing," should "in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving make known their requests unto God." He will then "supply all their need, according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." 

Verse 45
Understand the scriptures; those portions of them which foretold his death and resurrection, which they did not correctly understand before. 

Verse 46
It behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise; otherwise he could not fulfil the prophecies concerning him, prove that he was the Messiah, or procure the salvation of men. 

Verse 47
Beginning at Jerusalem; the dwelling-place of his murderers, who had enjoyed and hitherto resisted all the means of grace. The Saviour died and rose again, that repentance and forgiveness of sins might be preached in his name to all nations; and it is his revealed will that this should be done. All therefore, as they have opportunity and ability, should aid in this work, that the knowledge of his salvation may, through grace, be enjoyed by all people. 

Verse 48
These things; his life, miracles, teaching, death, and resurrection on the third day according to the Scriptures, proving him, beyond the possibility of a mistake, to be the true Messiah, and that through repentance and faith in him, and in this way only, men can be saved. 

Verse 49
The promise of my Father; his promise to give them the Holy Spirit, to enable them to work miracles in confirmation of the truth of their testimony, and to fit them for the duties of their office. Joel 2:28-29; Acts 2:16-21. 

Power from on high; the power which the Holy Spirit would give them to speak the various languages in which they would be called to preach, and do whatever might be needful to extend a knowledge of the gospel, and promote the salvation of all who should embrace it. 

Verse 50
Bethany; a village on the side of mount Olivet, about two miles east of Jerusalem. 

Verse 52
Worshipped him; as the Messiah, the Son of God, and the Saviour of men. As the disciples who had been most fully instructed by Christ, worshipped him as he ascended to heaven, and as the inhabitants of that world worship him, ascribing "blessing, and honor, and glory, and power to Him that sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever"; all to whom he is made known should worship him also, that they may be fitted to join the employments and partake of the joys of heaven. Revelation 5:7-14. 

Verse 53
Continually in the temple; they worshipped there daily till the feast of Pentecost, which took place in about ten days. Then the Holy Spirit descended upon them in cloven tongues, like as of fire, and the promise, verse Luke 24:49, was fulfilled. Acts 2:3. 

